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Sociological biography of John Wooden
1. Introduction
Sports are an important part of human interactions since it encourages the positive relations between people. Countries engage in sporting activities as a means of fostering good relations. Therefore based on the importance of sports in the society, the participants are considered important icons in many countries. Those who dedicate their lives to make their countries proud by engaging in various sporting activities are considered legends (wooden & Jamison, 2009). This especially the case when an athlete has the tendency for winning thus making their countries proud.  The importance is emphasized by the activities countries and sporting clubs engage in to identify and sign individuals that are considered as great athletes. Basketball is considered a uniquely American sport, and it highly regarded in the United States. The sport was invented by Naismith James in 1891 and has continued to be played its invention. There are many tournaments and leagues that are arranged for the sport not only in the United States but also in all the other countries where it has been adopted.  John Wooden was a basketball player in the United States. He was able to make major achievements in his career as an athlete. He was also a major influence in the society and continues exerting his influence even after his death (wooden & Jamison, 2009).  He had major in his subculture and the society as a whole and made impacts are remarkable and admirable both in his career as an athlete and a basketball zone.  Therefore, a socio-biograph of John Wooden provides information on his social influences and achievements in the society. 
2.  Personal and professional details
.John wooden was an American Basket Ball player and also a head coach at the University of California Los Angeles. He was born in 1910 in Hall, Indiana and died at the age of 99 in the year 2010. Wooden was nicknamed as "The Indiana Rubber Man" and "Wizard of Westwood" due to his achievements as a basketball player (wooden & Jamison, 2009). As a coach, his team won the NCAA national championships ten times within a 12 year period. This included a record of winning the championship seven years in a row since no other team had won the championship more than three times in arrow. He was named the national coach of the year six. Additionally, he won a Helms national championship as a player in the period between 1931 and 1932 due based on a total of 11 national titles (wooden & Jamison, 2009). Most of his career as an athlete was during his college and high school years. He later joined the Indianapolis Kautskys as a professional basketballer after finishing college. In the year 1942 which was the time of the World War II, Wooden joined the United States Navy when he served for about two years as a lieutenant (wooden & Jamison, 2009) (wooden & Jamison, the essential Wooden: A lifetime of lessons on leaders and leadership. , 2007). Most of his achievements in sports were gained in his coaching career. The only time he had a losing record was during his initial years as a coach where he coached Dayton High School.  He managed to establish a record at the UCLA.  Wooden was very passionate as a coach where at the age of 93 he stated that he would like to go back as an assistant coach. 
3. Historical, philosophical and social context
John Wooden is considered the greatest coach of all time and was a mentor to many others. He interacted with many athletes during his time as a coach and managed to ensure they became successful later in life. He won many awards in his life as a coach including the NCAA men's basketball awards ten times. He considered his legacy as that of teacher and mentor to many athletes. He was the first person to be inducted into the basketball hall of fame as both a coach as a player.  He encouraged his players to develop their character. He, therefore, places a higher value on a character other than winning which allowed his players to remain disciplined. The discipline was the main reason for the great success he achieved as a coach. He always insisted on his view of success as a factor of peace of mind. It involves an individual knowing their best and therefore increasing their capability of becoming. He developed the pyramid of success during the time of his career. These were the guiding principles for athletes that could be applied both on the court and off the court. He instead that athletes needed to work hard at all times in order to become successful.  he influenced people such as Bill Walton who insists that Wooden was his greatest mentor. The UCLA is the institution that greatly felt the presence of Walton throughout his career. Wooden personal life involved major interactions with people and institutions and he was able to make positive contributions in the lives of many people. 
4. Socio-cultural Elements
John Wooden was the best basketball coach that ever lived he is considered as the wizard of Westwood since he guided the brains to unprecedented 10 national championships over two decades however for the athletes he was a teacher a father figure a mentor and their motivator who ensured they provided their best at all times (Wooden, 1999). He had various quotes that were considered as the cradle of life making each day a masterpiece helping others reading making friendships and praying for guidance. He insisted that human beings are not perfect but they should try to live up to the grid each day. He valued the gift of life and family greatly and he therefore refused an offer in his life in order to settle with his wife. These socio-cultural elements may have been impacted by his mother and father in his early years as a child. Additionally, he valued his athletes and therefore ensured he mentored them to become the best in their career as athletes. Therefore even after retiring as a coach he continued to mentor many people in the society.  At the age of 93, he stated that he would like to be go back to the field and become an assistant coach to help the players with simpler tasks.  He also helped other coaches in basketball by mentoring them to assist their athletes become successful in their careers. The greatest socio-cultural element was however the wooden effect which was applied by the players to ensure they became successful in their careers in basketball
5. the Most Substantial Elements
The elements that influenced John Wooden include various happenings in the environment. The world war two was one of the factors that affected the life of John Wooden where he joined the navy together with other young men in the society. As a young person he loved basketball and he therefore followed his passion for the game to become a player and a coach at the same time. This also influenced him to take up his career as a basketball coach in a high school immediately after he stopped playing basketball professionally. After the death of his wife he was rarely heard of largely due to his culture. His presence at the UCLA campus was greatly felt by both the students and the staff. His former players who were successful enough to join the NBA kept his name alive therefore contributing greatly to his legacy (Wooden, & Jamison, 2007).  Since he had already established himself as a public figure in the society, it was easier for him to expand his brand when he was ready.  The UCLA greatly respected him and when he retired as a coach in the institution he was offered another position within the organization. This therefore, influenced him as an individual and he therefore continued to offer support to various athletes. Additionally, he upheld traditional values which he shared with his players and other individuals who he mentored throughout. These principles allowed him to not only be successful but also to influence the success of his athletes. Therefore various substantial elements of subculture influence John wooden greatly. 
6. Ways the life remarkable, despicable or admirable in the period and social context.
Despite being the best coach ever, John Wooden made a major influence outside the world of sports. His life was remarkable as a basketball player and a coach. In his career as a coach, his teams were able to be successful and he only registered losses during the onset of his career as a coach. He mentored many athletes especially in the UCLA enabling most of them to qualify for the NBA (Wooden, & Jamison, 2007). His success as a coach is admirable considering the awards his team received.  He also came up with principles that inspired discipline in his team contributing to their success. His philanthropic contribution involves mentoring many athletes in basketball. He mentored not only the players in his team but also others in the society to ensure they became successful.  After the end of his career, he began working with other co-writers to write various books. These not only inspired people during his lifetime but have continued to influence the society today. He wrote including volumes on basketball strategies which are being applied by coaches currently to ensure the success of their basketball teams. The strategies are also used in by others coaches in their games to ensure they their success. The various forums he addressed on success were very inspiring and various companies applied his strategies to ensure the success of their organizations.  he was very inspiring and his teachings are still applied in the society today to achieve success. 
7. The influence the significance of the individual had on his or her subculture and society at large.
His significance was felt on both in the court an off the court. His death was considered as an embodiment of the true nature of the coach. He was a significant icon in basketball. His career seemed like it was defined by numbers based on the wins that he managed. However, those he mentored describe him using more than his winnings. They consider him as a great teacher, guide, and role model. He ensured his players gained than just basketball from him. He ensured his players acquired life lessons which they could apply both on the court and in their daily lives (Wooden, & Carty, 2010). He shared words of wisdom that were simple and quick to learn. This included words such as being quick and at the same time not hurrying which was part of his pyramid of success. Wooden ensured prejudice was not a part of his court and he ensured he included both white and black players in his team. This was a significant lesson that other coaches had to learn from him. He ensured his athletes adopted his way of life which in turn ensures they were successful.   His lessons to the players are significant to the society and should be adopted by all persons to ensure success in their way of life. His books helped others to ensure they were successful and therefore helped inspire the success of others in the society. He therefore greatly influences basketball through his players and his books. Other coaches have adopted his methods and they have also been able to realize success.  
8.  Social Constructs
The social constructs that were most influential in shaping the way John Wooden lived include the use of traditional principles. He followed his pyramid of success on a daily basis. He insisted that individuals are not perfect but there was the need to always ensure the principles are applied at all times. This construct shaped his life both as a player and a coach. They were the reasons for his success as a coach. Additionally, he ensured he led by example through inspiring his players to follow his principles. The principles were applicable both at the court and off the court and they therefore positively impacted the lives of the athletes. Some of the principles include making each day a masterpiece which allowed him to ensure he inspired his players to be at their best at all times. He also greatly valued each player in his time and would therefore not entertain the existence of prejudice. His philanthropic nature which mainly focused on mentoring his employees influenced his life. This allowed him to mentor many players who made it to the NBA. His contributions as a coach paved way for his contributions after retiring as coach. His work preceded him and therefore influenced his way of life. He was able to write many books based on his principles and the strategies he applied in his coaching activities. Therefore, the social constructs that shaped his life were mainly based on the traditional principles that he adopted and applied in his daily life.
9. Conclusion
Sports are an important part of human interaction as they foster positive relations. Athletes are therefore an important part of the society since they dedicate their lives to make their societies proud. In the United States basketball is an important sport and has produced many sports legends. John Wooden is one such athlete for his contribution as a player and a coach in basketball. He was born in the year in 1910 and died in the year 2010. During the time of his career, he acquired many awards and managed to inspire many athletes in the society. Most of his achievements were gained during his time as coach. He is considered the greatest coach of all time and a mentor to many people in the society (Wooden, & Jamison, 2005). He considered his legacy as that of a teacher to many through inspiring his players to use the pyramid of success principles. The UCLA is the institution that greatly felt the contribution made by Wooden during the time of his career. Various socio-cultural elements of the individuals influenced him. He insisted that human beings are not perfect but they should always ensure to live up to the grid at all times. He placed a high value on his athletes and therefore encouraged them to achieve success by always doing their best. The world war and his love for basketball were some of the elements that influenced him.  John Wooden was able to influence the society during his time and also in the current society. John Wooden was, therefore, a successful athlete who greatly contributed to the society as a whole.
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